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13.00:

Introduction – Jon Ray

Ashmolean dataset – Chris Powell

Ashmolean integration – Athanasios Velios

Plans for reconciliation – Athanasios Velios



Ashmolean datasets

● Indian
● Islamic
● Chinese

Same database structure
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Digital Collections Team

 Aruna Bhaugeerutty - Manager
 Chris Powell  - Data Architect
 Chris Osman  - System Administrator
 Jess Dawe  - Technical Data Assistant
 Laura Miller  - Documentation Assistant
 Chiara Betti  - Cataloguing Assistant
 Amy Taylor  - DAMS Project Ofcer
 ???  - DAMS Technical Image Assistant.



Ashmolean Collections Online



MuseumPlus: data export

 SQL queries select OXLOD data from 
numerous related tables

 Export through BCP
 individual XML fles for each table  difcult to →

reconstruct links

 Export through MS Access
 single XML fle preserving links
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Mapping

● Mindset of data mapper
– Think of instances
– Build URIs







triples



object

photograph of object

curator's text about

curator

type of object

object production event

production location

production technique

production date

production person

dimensions
material







....

....
<dbo_tObjectPersonREL>
  <OkuId>326640</OkuId>
  <ObjId>354738</ObjId>
  <PersId>44149</PersId>
  <Role>subject</Role>
  <dbo_uri_Person>
    <uri>44149</uri>
    <label>the Buddha</label>
  </dbo_uri_Person>
</dbo_tObjectPersonREL>
....
....





....

....
<dbo_tObjectDates>
  <OdaId>112203</OdaId>
  <OdaObjId>354738</OdaObjId>
  <DateType>display</DateType>
  <DateText>late 2nd century - early 3rd century AD</DateText>
  <DateFrom>171</DateFrom>
  <DateTo>230</DateTo>
</dbo_tObjectDates>
<dbo_tObjectDates>
  <OdaId>171579</OdaId>
  <OdaObjId>354738</OdaObjId>
  <DateType>display (period)</DateType>
  <DateText>Kushan Period (AD 50 - 600)</DateText>
  <DateFrom>50</DateFrom>
  <DateTo>600</DateTo>
</dbo_tObjectDates>
....
....



Authority fles

● SQL queries on MS SQL Server
– People  VIAF→
– Places  Geonames→
– Materials  Getty AAT→
– Object Types  Getty AAT→
– Dimensions  Getty AAT→
– Units  Getty AAT→
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Reconciliation

● People (VIAF)
– 56 from 890  ~6%→

● Places (Geonames)
– Natural History Fossils (last month)

● 248 from 538  ~46%→

– Ashmolean: 200 from 336  ~60%→
– More accurate automatic reconciliation

● Object types (Getty AAT)
– 159 from 1622  ~9%→



Reconciliation

● BM reconciliation













Reconciliation

● People (VIAF)
– 56 from 890  ~6%→

● Places (Geonames)
– Natural History Fossils (last month)

● 248 from 538  ~46%→

– Ashmolean: 200 from 336  ~60%→
– More accurate automatic reconciliation

● Object types (BM thesaurus)
– 1465 from 1622  ~90%→



Reconciliation

● Context is crucial
● Places easier than people
● Use of thesauri

– automatic reconciliation for ID retrieval



Mapping
Reconciliation

Integration





object

image of object

type of object
as notes

image creation event

object location

creation date

negative

material

inscription



Potential for cross-querying

● American Institute of Indian Studies
– Photographs of monuments
– Shot in India

● Query with Ashmolean Indian data

● British Museum
– Collection classifed using BM thesaurus

● Query with Ashmolean data



Objects with common origin made of bronze



Objects with common origin made of bronze

American Institute of Indian Studies
<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19493/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/15552/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19497/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19494/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19499/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/15551/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/15553/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19492/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19496/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19495/physical-man-made-thing>

<http://www.indiastudies.org/collection/19498/physical-man-made-thing>

Ashmolean

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/709774>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/386795>
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Common types of objects from Ashmolean (EA India) 
and from British Museum (made in India)

type typelabel

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5126> album

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x6544> drawing

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5604> box

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5597> bowl

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x112655> human skeletal remains

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x6479> document

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8227> painting

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x9893> votive plaque

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x7932> model building/structure

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x7800> manuscript

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x7931> model

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x6743> finger-ring

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5859> celt

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5786> capital

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x6509> door-jamb

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5828> casket

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x5165> amulet-box

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8577> print

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8406> pillar

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8685> railing

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8519> postcard

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x9311> statue

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/thesauri/x8964> sealing
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Manuscripts from Ashmolean and BM from India

thing

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777290>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777292>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777293>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355877>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355879>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356478>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/357456>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777096>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355871>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355921>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356856>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356994>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/358077>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355856>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355994>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355995>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355996>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355997>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/355998>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356000>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356004>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/356007>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/358178>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/358354>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/712519>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777084>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777087>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777097>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/777278>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/RFI1425>
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Postcards
Postcards

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/357457>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/357458>

<http://www.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collections/357459>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO196568>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO196590>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO196633>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO199949>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO207033>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO207107>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO210858>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO210859>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO211813>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO211868>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO211869>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO212581>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO212615>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO212616>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO230948>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO230959>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231113>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231355>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231356>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231357>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231995>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231996>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231997>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231998>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO231999>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232000>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232001>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232002>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232003>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232004>

<http://collection.britishmuseum.org/id/object/WCO232005>
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OxfordOxford

dataset authorities

Oxford authorities

external authorities

VIAF Geonames

Wikidata

Getty IPNI



Reconciliation

● Oxford authorities
– Sarah, Chris and Andrew 

● GLAM long-term control and maintenance
● Interconnectivity within Oxford

– even if entities does not exist elsewhere

● Ongoing reconciliation
– with VIAF, Geonames, etc.
– wikidata!



Martin Poulter's blogpost
Wikidata Bodleian Chinese reconciliation

http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/digital/2018/02/12/a-reconciliation-recipe-for-wikidata/



Next steps

● Progress with Oxford reconciliation
● Bodleian FIHIRST
● Museum of History of Science
● Ashmolean Islamic



Next Open 
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