Oxford University Gardens, Libraries and Museums (GLAM) template for 2027 Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellowship applications
[bookmark: _Hlk227587057]Full information about the scheme
Full information and a list of Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellowships FAQs are on the Postdoctoral research opportunities page on the GLAM website. You must read this before completing this form.
Aim/rationale of the scheme
· The Leverhulme Trust is offering about 145 Fellowships in 2026. These Fellowships are for researchers who work at UK universities that can award research degrees.
· They are aimed at researchers who are still at an early stage in their careers but already have a strong research record. The Fellowship is meant to support career development and, ideally, help the researcher move into a permanent academic job, either at the same university or another one.
· During the Fellowship, researchers are expected to carry out an important research project and produce work that can be published. The project must be new — it should not simply repeat or slightly expand their PhD research.
· Applicants should make sure that their proposed project is realistic and can be completed within the time of the Fellowship.
Eligibility for the scheme
It is your responsibility to check that you meet the eligibility requirements. You should carefully read the eligibility criteria, application guidance, and deadlines for the scheme.
The full eligibility rules are available on the Leverhulme Trust’s Early Career Fellowships webpage.
Application process via GLAM
The host department first reviews each proposal and two‑page academic or narrative CV by email to your mentor. If a proposal is shortlisted by the department, it is then considered by the GLAM Research Committee.
The Committee approves up to two applications (and one reserve) for match funding from Oxford University’s John Fell Fund, for submission to the Leverhulme Trust Early Career Fellowship scheme in February 2027.
Application submission timeline
A full timeline for submission is available on the Postdoctoral opportunities page on the GLAM website. 
By 30 June 2026: Potential applicants should email the GLAM department’s Head of Research. They will help you find a suitable mentor within the department. Your email should include:
· The title of your proposed research project
· A short summary of the proposed research
· [bookmark: _Hlk227592732][bookmark: _Hlk227592724]A two‑page academic CV or narrative CV which includes a list of publications (published, submitted, in preparation) 
After a decision by the Head of Research, mentors will tell applicants by the end of July whether they have been selected as one of the two departmental candidates to go forward to the GLAM Research Committee in Michaelmas Term.
16 September 2026: Submit this internal application form and a two‑page academic or narrative CV by email to your mentor. These will be reviewed by the GLAM Research Committee in early autumn and selected candidates informed by the end of October. The selected candidates will work with their mentor and the GLAM Research & Impact team to refine and finalise the proposal and budget. 
29 January 2027: The application must be complete and uploaded to the funder’s online system at least three weeks before the funder’s deadline, to allow time for institutional approval.
19 February 2027: This is the submission deadline. Oxford University’s Research Services submit applications to the Leverhulme Trust after completing internal checks and approvals.
Assessment criteria 
Applications to the internal application – or ‘internal sift’ – are assessed by the GLAM Research Committee using the Leverhulme Trust’s main and secondary criteria, which are outlined on the Trust’s ‘our approach to grant‑making’ webpage.
Scores also take into account whether the applicant’s publication record is of a suitable quality and quantity for their discipline. More information about how applications are assessed is available on the Postdoctoral Opportunities page on the GLAM website.
Disability and accessibility support during the application process
If you need any reasonable adjustments or disability‑related support, contact the departmental Head of Research as early as possible to discuss your needs. 
You can also contact the contact the Staff Disability Advisor for additional support.
Guidance
The Guidance for Applicants 2026 and Application Help Notes 2026 are available online on the Leverhulme Trust website. NB subject to change.
If you have any questions about the application process or the funding scheme, contact the GLAM Research & Impact team at researchsupport@glam.ox.ac.uk. 
TO APPLY
Step 1: Complete the application form below. 
Step 2: Email the application form and a (maximum) two‑page academic CV or narrative CV which includes a list of publications (published, submitted, in preparation) to the departmental Head of Research. 
[bookmark: _Hlk227593342]You may wish to refer to Developing a narrative CV: guidance for researchers on Oxford University’s website.
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	Requirements
	Applicant section to complete

	Applicant name
	


	Title of research proposal 
	(Max. 80 characters including spaces)


	Overview of proposed research 
	This should include aims, objectives, methodology and outcome (e.g. publication plans). It should enable the GLAM review panel to form an estimate of the scope and importance of your proposal. The methodology should be clear and explicit, comprehensible to a non-expert. Include any bibliographic references in full, including page numbers where relevant. This overview of proposed research and the bibliographic references may not exceed one side of A4.






	Proposed GLAM host department (select one)
	 Ashmolean Museum  
 Bodleian Libraries  
 History of Science Museum
 Museum of Natural History  
 Oxford Botanic Garden & Arboretum
 Pitt Rivers Museum

	Reasons for selecting your chosen host department and university 
	Include research relevant to your proposal being carried out in the host department (max. 100 words).




	How does your proposal fit one or more of the Leverhulme Trust primary and/or secondary assessment criteria?
	The primary and secondary criteria are in the ‘our approach to grant-making’ page on the Leverhulme Trust website (max. 100 words).
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